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Unknown

The Railroad Tool Shed (X-4 Building) housed tools and equipment, such as a handcar (gang car), used for maintaining the Hanford site railroad line.  The tool shed has probably been 
situated at its present location since at least 1954, when transportation and maintenance facilities were consolidated in the 1100 Area.  Its appearance of earlier construction suggests 
that it may have been moved here from a previous location at the Hanford site, such as the Riverland Classification Yard.  However, it is also possible that the tool shed was constructed in 
situ, when the Richland Classification Yard began operations in circa 1950.  The X-4 Railroad Tool Shed is very similar to the X-8 Railroad Tool Shed, also of unknown date of construction, in 
the 200 West Area.  The X-4 Building is not presently in use.  The Railroad Tool Shed was an integral part of the rail transportation operations of the Hanford site.  Therefore, it is the 
conclusion of the U.S. Department of Energy that the X-4 Building is eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places as a contributing property within the Hanford Site 
Manhattan Project and Cold War Era Historic District.

Located east of and adjacent to the north-south railroad tracks in the 1100 Area west of the 1170 Building and south of the 1171 Building, the rectangular wood-framed X-4 Building is set 
upon a wood foundation.  It is sheathed in asbestos shingles, which were applied over earlier asphalt siding.  The exterior walls have wooden corner boards.  Oriented  along a north-south 
axis, the gable roof is covered with corrugated metal roofing, which was applied over an earlier material.  There is a short metal gutter over the doorway at the roofline.  The one entrance is 
located on the west side, and occupies most of the facade.  It has double wooden doors with large hinges which open outward.  A short set of railroad tracks run from the doorway to the 
adjacent rail siding.  The handcar could be pulled along the tracks to be lifted onto the tracks of the siding.

The building measures approximately 10 feet by 20 feet.  It is presently empty.



 


